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cabinets were crammed with all the paraphernalia of an ento- 
mologist,—vials of all sizes, strips of cork, pins, mounting boards, 
chemical reagents, forceps, scalpels, brushes, dissecting scissors, 
lenses. There was the hoarding of 40 years in that room. Ft took 
me nearly a week to clean off my desk, and as for the rest of the 
room I was months getting that in shape. I had to use all my 
diplomacy to do this as Dr. Chittenden: had never allowed any- 
one to meddle very much with his belongings. His desk was ab- 
solutely sacred ground. Exactly a year.after I came I tackled 
the desk. This is the way it came about. He had lost the galley 
proof of an article that he was publishing, and called me over to 
help him find it. I began by softly searching about while he left 
the room. He was gone for some time. His desk was piled a foot 
high with the usual papers, boxes, books, vials, with a bag or two 
of halfeaten peanuts scattered among the papers. He was very | 
fond of peanuts. Down in the litter I even found the beginnings 
of a mouse nest. When the Doctor returned I called out, ‘‘ There 
is'a,mouse nest right here on your desk.’’ “‘That so?” He hated 
mice and I knew it. He retreated behind the cases on my-side of 
the room, and I worked fast. Every little while when he poked 
his head out to see how things were progressing, I talked about 
mice vigorously. Once he asked, ‘‘ You will put everything back 
where you found it?’ ‘‘Oh yes” and I went on clearing away 
the stuff as fast as I could. At last when I had it half way 
presentable, he came back and sat down solidly in his chair and 
said, ‘‘It is a relief to have all this congestion away,’’—the 
greatest admission for him. 
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(To be continued.) 


PLATYPSYLLUS CASTORIS Ritsema 


The other day W. J. Hamilton, Jr., the mammalogist, brought 
me a vial with a nice series of the beaver parasite, Platypsyllus 
castoris Ritsema, collected from a beaver found in the Six Mile 
Creek gorge near Ithaca, N. Y. With the beaver coming back, 
evidently its interesting beetle parasite is also coming back. 
Leng records it only from Texas, California, Dakota, Alaska and 
Europe. Tt is not listed in the INSECTS OF NEw YORK. 
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